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Rodent Proofing

Learn about Honest Rodent Proofing’s
industry-leading 4-step process to get

rid of rats, mice and other rodents.
GUARANTEED

FREE In-Home Inspection,
Mention Lamorinda Weekly for a 10% discount
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Fall Is a Great Time to Sell Your Home!

It remains a fantastic time to sell. The sizzling real estate
market shows no signs of cooling off, with homes
continuing to disappear fast — often over the asking price.

Call me for a complimentary property evaluation and
expert advice on how to get the best price for your home.

Results

Realtor®, Luxury Property Specialist

T. 925.788.4963

E.Frank@FrankWoodward.com
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Orinda honors outgoing police chief, David Cook

By Sora O’Doherty

The Orinda City Council on
Sept. 7 took the opportunity
to formally commend David
Cook on his service as
Orinda’s chief of police.

Cook’s two-year term as
chief of police in Orinda in-
cluded some very turbulent
events. He began in Septem-
ber of 2019 and was immedi-
ately confronted with a car-
jacking on Camino Sobrante.
Then in October, Orinda
made worldwide news with a
mass-murder event at a Hal-
loween party at a short-term
rental home. During his
term, there were also a num-
ber of events protesting the
killing of Black individuals,
including George Floyd, that
shook the nation, as well as
the city, although events in
Orinda were mainly peaceful.
And never to be forgotten is
the COVID-19 pandemic, for-
mally recognized in March
2020 and ongoing, which has
presented a great challenge to
everyone, including law
enforcement.

Mayor Amy Worth pre-
sented Cook with a commen-
dation in recognition of two
years of dedicated service.

The commendation sites Cook
as “The Rock that led Orinda
through extraordinary
times.” Worth thanked
Cook’s wife, also a peace offi-
cer, for sharing him with the
city.

Contra Costa County Su-
pervisor Candace Andersen
also spoke in Cook’s honor.
She said that she has always
appreciated the county’s
partnership with Orinda,
noting that the contract
model under which Orinda
obtains its police staff from
the county Sheriff’s office has
worked so well. Andersen
said that Cook might have
thought his time in Orinda
would be a sleepy, quiet time
to end his career. She talked
about the shooting in 2019,
and going through COVID,
with the responsibility of the
city to enforce health orders.
Andersen reviewed Cook’s
long career which included
23 years with the sheriff and
working with homeland se-
curity and as commander of
the Marine Services and Air
Support Unit. “His service to
the county has been truly in-
valuable,” Andersen said,
adding, “You will truly be
missed, but thank you, thank
you for your service.”

Council Member Darlene
Gee spoke about the balance
of leadership in law enforce-
ment. She told Cook that she
really appreciated him last
year when she was mayor.
“You were just magnificent,”
she said, and added that she
hopes Cook will visit occa-
sionally.

Council Member Inga
Miller thanked Cook “for
serving here for two very,
very difficult years that
weren’t what you signed up
for.” She added, “Your skills
are so needed in our commu-
nity and our country. When
you started you asked all of
the council members to come
and meet you.” She summed
up his performance as, “Top
notch, A+ service in Orinda.”
Miller remembered the high-
lights of Cook’s time in
Orinda, which included the
challenge of public safety
power shut offs, and, she
said, “just went on and on
from there, including the
mass event that happened,
hiring and keeping personnel
and making sure people were
doing their jobs and serving
as you expected them to.”

Vice Mayor Dennis Fay
told Cook he really appreci-
ated him being in Orinda.

“As a fellow former New Eng-
lander, I really appreciated
meeting you,” Fay said,
adding that the chief is an ex-
cellent writer, very clear.
“Thank you, thank you, thank
you,” Fay concluded.

The mayor agreed that
Orinda had been fortunate to
have someone with such
broad experience. She ac-
knowledged that everyone
has spoken so eloquently
about his skills in communi-
cation and management. She
added, “You were always so
responsive. You handled
things with great tact and
diplomacy, and reached reso-
lutions.” Former city man-
ager Steve Salomon, she said,
knew talent when he saw it.
“You were heads and shoul-
ders (above the rest) literally
and figuratively,” she
remembered.

New city manager David

Biggs said that although he
has just been in Orinda for
four months, he recognized
that “Cook is a treasure.”
Biggs added that although he
has worked with many police
chiefs, it had been a “unique
and tremendous pleasure to
have worked with Cook for
these four months.” He will
be missed, according to Biggs.

Cook thanked everyone
for the kind words and
thanked the council for the
opportunity to serve. “The
two years we got were not
necessarily the two years we
were expecting.” Cook re-
turned the council’s praise,
noting, “ You all are some of
the most professional, even-
handed leaders that I have
met.” After wearing uni-
forms for 32 years, Cook said,
“it’s time, after deliberating
with my wife, to move on and
seek other adventures.”
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Tuesday, Sept. 21, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only
Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept. 28, 7 p.m. By Teleconference Only

Finance Advisory Committee

Wednesday, Sept. 22, 6:30 p.m.
By Teleconference Only

WALNUT CREEK | $1,089,000

Elegant updated Summit Ridge 4br/2.5ba end-unit townhouse w/views.

Kelly Crawford 925.998.5599 | CalRE #01327015
Beverly Arnold 925.788.8516 | CalRE #01154860

LAFAYETTE | $875,000

Updated 2br/2.5ba townhouse in heart of town w/private patio & 2 car gar!

George Karsant 925.639.4849
gkarsant@aol.com | CalRE #00787932

SELL IT FOR MORE.
THAT SHOULD SELL YOU!

Coldwell Banker’s® property spotlight marketing plan will
get you the results you’re looking for.

Homes using the plan receive a higher sales price, which
could mean more money in your pocket™

*Based on Coldwell Banker Realty’s property spotlight marketing plan usage data reported through May 31, 2020: On average, sellers whose agents use the plan benefit with a 1% higher sales price. With a national average sales price of $539,682
and a 1% increase in the sales price, that equates to an additional $5,300 in our sellers’ pockets, on average.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

GUIDING YOU HOME SINCE 1906
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